


Crea%ng	and	Adap%ng	Materials	for	a	
Mul%level	Classroom	

Managing	the	mul%level	classroom	can	be	challenging,	as	both	
providing	enough	challenge	and	support	is	crucial	to	engagement.		
	
During	this	session,	par0cipants	will	learn	strategies	for:	
•  Iden%fying	students’	levels	and	establishing	learning	goals	
•  Adap%ng	materials	and	ac%vi%es	to	support	and	challenge	learners	
•  Keeping	students	engaged,	mo%vated,	and	on	task	despite	

proficiency	levels		
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Session	Goals	

Teachers	will…		
•  observe	techniques	for	adap%ng	or	crea%ng	
mul%level	ac%vi%es	for	the	four	skills,	plus	
vocabulary	enhancement	and	projects		
•  discover	ways	to	challenge	high	level	
students	and	support	low	level	students	



Overview	

•  Mul%level	classes:	what	and	why	
•  Classroom	management	
•  Solu%ons	(various	examples)	that	involve:	
–  Input	(short	or	long	text)	
–  Support	(a	lot,	some,	or	no	help)	

–  Task	(easy	or	hard,	a	lot	or	a	liAle)	

•  Ques%ons	



Let’s	see	what	you	think!	



What	does	“mul0level”	mean	to	you?	
	



What	are	some	reasons	students	in	
the	same	class	are	at	different	levels?	

	



“Mul0level”	classes	in	this	
presenta0on	

	



Classroom	Management	



Mul%level	class	with	dis%nct	groups	





Mul%level	class	with	all	students	mixed	





Groups	or	Pairs:	Same	Level	

•  Emo%ons:	when	low	level	students	need	to	
feel	secure	

•  Learning:	when	high	level	students	need	to	
face	a	challenge	



Groups	or	Pairs:	Mixed	Levels	

•  Learning:	when	high	level	student	can	grow	by	
helping	another	

•  Classroom	management:	when	low	level	
student	needs	help	
Rule:	the	lower	level	student	has	to	go	first		
A6er	that,	the	partner	can	supplement.	

•  Classroom	management:	when	we	want	to	
create	a	unified	classroom	community	



Labeling	students	“high”	or	“low”	

•  How	old	are	the	students?	
•  How		many	students	of	each	level	are	there?	
•  What	is	the	reason	for	the	mul%level	class?	
	



Reading,	Speaking,	and	Wri0ng	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Reading	

Higher	level	students	

•  Enjoy	more	autonomy		
•  Read	more	text	
•  Require	less	%me	

Lower	level	students	

•  Require	more	support		
•  Read	less	text	
•  Require	more	%me		



Lower	level	students	
	
Only:	nothing	except	
A	life	lived	for	others:	a	life	

[which	is]	lived	for	others	
A	life	worthwhile:	a	life	

[which	is]	worthwhile	
Meaning:		
To	live	a	worthwhile	
(meaningful)	life,	you	
should	live	for	others,	or	
live	to	help	other	people.		

Higher	level	students	
	
What	does	this	quote	mean?	

“Only	a	life	lived	for	others	is	a	life	worthwhile.”		
–	Albert	Einstein	



Higher	level	Students Lower	level	Students	
	 

“Only	a	life	lived	for	others	is	a	life	
worthwhile.”		
-	Albert	Einstein	
	 

“Only	a	life	lived	for	others	is	a	life	
worthwhile.”		
-	Albert	Einstein	
 

“We	only	have	what	we	give.”		
-	Isabel	Allende	
	 

“We	only	have	what	we	give.”		
-	Isabel	Allende	
	 

“Self-improvement		comes	mainly	
from	trying	to	help	others.”		
–	Sir	John		Templeton	
	 

“Self-improvement		comes	mainly	
from	trying	to	help	others.”		
–	Sir	John		Templeton	
	 

“We	are	healed	to	help	others.	We	
are	blessed	to	be	a	blessing.	We	
are	saved	to	serve.”		
–	Rick	Warren	
	 

	 

“The	best	way	to	find	yourself	is	to	
lose	yourself	in	the	service	of	
others.”	
–	Mahatma	Gandhi	
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2	



Jigsaw	Reading:	Expert	Groups		

Stage	1:	Students	are	put	in	groups	
according	to	level	to	read	their	text	and	
discuss	

Stage	2:	Students	move	into	new	groups	to	
share	informa%on	about	their	texts	and	
complete	a	worksheet.	
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Jigsaw	Reading:	Expert	Groups		

Stage	1:	Students	are	put	in	groups	
according	to	level	to	read	their	text	and	
discuss	



Stage	2:	Students	separate	into	new	groups	
to	share	informa%on	about	their	texts	and	
complete	a	worksheet.	

Worksheet	
	

1.   ________________________________________?	(Blue	group)	
2.   ________________?	________________?	(Red	group)	
3.   ________________________________________?	(Orange	group)	
4.   ________________________________________?	(Red	group)	
5.   ________________?	________________?	(Purple	group)	
6.   ________________?	________________?	(Orange	group)	
7.   ________________________________________?	(Purple	group)	
8.   ________________________________________?	(Orange	group)	

Jigsaw	Reading:	Expert	Groups		



Speaking	or	Wri%ng	

Higher	level	students	

•  More	ques%ons	
•  More	difficult	ques%ons	
•  More	autonomy	
•  Expect	more	in	
response	

	

Lower	level	students	

•  Fewer	ques%ons	
•  Simpler	ques%ons	
•  More	scaffolding,	help,	
guidance,	prompts	

•  Allow	a	simpler	
response	



1.  Do	you	agree?	Why	or	why	not?	
2.  If	you	agree,	who	are	the	people	we	should	

live	for	or	serve?	
3.  Talk	about	some	people	who	exemplify	this	

quote	(or	provide	counter-evidence).	
4.  If	you	live	this	way,	what	helps	you	or	inspires	

you?	

“Only	a	life	lived	for	others	is	a	life	worthwhile.”		
–	Albert	Einstein	

How	many	ques0ons?	



1.  Do	you	agree?	Why	or	why	not?	
2.  If	you	agree,	who	are	the	people	we	should	live	

for	or	serve?	

“Only	a	life	lived	for	others	is	a	life	worthwhile.”		
–	Albert	Einstein	

How	much	support?	

I	agree	with	Einstein	because	____________________________.	
I	disagree	with	Einstein	because	__________________________.	
I	think	I	should	live	for	___________	because_______________.	

	 	 	 	 					my	family 	 	 	 	they	love	me.	
	 	 	 	 					my	community 	 	 	they	are	important.	
	 	 	 	 					people	in	need 	 	 	I	can	help.	



Instruc%ons:	Look	at	your	card.	Read	it	to	your	partner.	Do	you	
agree	or	disagree?	If	possible,	give	a	reason.	

What	are	my	expecta0ons?	

Lower	Level	
	

“We	are	healed	to	help	others.”	
	

Response:	Yes,	I	think	this	is	true.	
	

Higher	Level	
	

“The	best	way	to	find	yourself	is	to	lose	
yourself	in	the	service	of	others.”	

	
Response:	I	mostly	agree	with	this,	but	in	
some	cases...		
	



Conversa0on	Cards			
	

	
	
	
	

Walk	and	Talk	Format		 Double	Line	Format		

Higher	level	student	

Lower	level	student	



Conversa0on	Cards			
	

	
	
	
	

Walk	and	Talk	Format		



Conversa0on	Cards			
	

	
	
	
	

Double	Line	Format		

Higher	level	student	

Lower	level	student	

This	row	does	not	move.	

This	row	moves	one	spot	
to	the	right	to	talk	with	a	new	partner.	



Conversa0on	Cards			
	

	
	
	
	

Double	Line	Format		1.	Lower	level	students	speak	
first,	followed	by	higher	level	
students.		

2.	Conversa%on	con%nues	un%l	the	
teacher	signals.	

.	



Using	Pictures	



Using	Pictures	
Level	 Produc0on	

Beginner	 Single	words	related	to	the	picture	

Intermediate	 Descrip0on	of	what	is	happening	

Advanced	 Explana0on	of	why	it	happened,	
predic0on	of	what	might	happen	next	



Let’s	give	it	a	try!	



Using	Pictures	-		Sequencing	
Use	a	picture	story	with	a	mul%level	class	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Picture	Sequences	-		Listening	

Lower	level	students	
See	pictures	in	order	while	listening	

	
	
	
	

Higher	level	students	
Listen	and	put	pictures	in	order	

	
	
	
	
	
	

Extra	challenge	
Listen	and	write	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Or	listen	and	write	



Picture	Sequences	-		Reading	and	Wri0ng	

1.  I	planted	a	pumpkin	seed.	
	
	

2.		A	pumpkin	grew.	
	
	

3.		I	saved	some	seeds	for	next	year.	
	
	
	

A

B	

C	

Beginner	Task	
Instruc+ons:	Match	each	picture	with	the	right	sentence.	
	
	
	



Picture	Sequences	-		Reading	and	Wri0ng	

1.  I	______	a	pumpkin	_____.	
	
2.	A	pumpkin	_______	.	
	
3.		I	_____	some______	for	next	year.	
	
	
	

planted	 seed	

grew	

saved	 seeds	

Intermediate	Task	
Instruc+ons:	Fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	appropriate	word.	
	



Picture	Sequences	-		Reading	and	Wri0ng	

	
	
	
	 	 			1.	_________________________	

	
	
																	2.	_________________________	
	

I	saw	a	small	plant.		

The	pumpkin	vine	grew	bigger.	

Advanced	Task	
Instruc+ons:	Write	a	sentence	based	on	what	you	see	in	the	picture.	
	





Vocabulary	



Vocabulary:	Pictures	on	the	board	–	Listening		
(and	Wri0ng)	

Mid	level	
Write	the	word	
or	the	sentence.	

A B
 C


D
 E


Lower	level	
Listen	and	write	
the	leAer.	



Vocabulary:	Pictures	on	the	board	–	Listening		
(and	Wri0ng)	

A B
 C


D
 E


Lower	level	
1.  B	
2.  D	

Mid	level	
1.	Happy		
2.	Sad	



Vocabulary:	Pictures	on	the	board	–	Listening		
(and	Wri0ng)	

Lower	level	
Write	the	leAer	
or	the	word.	

Mid	level	
Write	the	word	
or	the	sentence.	

A B
 C


D
 E

High	level	

Write	the	
sentence.	



Projects	-	Presenta0ons	



Op0on	1	
Groups	by	level:	
•  Lower	levels	will	need:	
•  simplified	material	
•  more	scaffolding	

	
Op0on	2	
Mixed	level	groups:	
•  Different	tasks	for	different	levels	

Projects	-	Presenta0ons	



U.S.	Holiday	Project	

Resource:	Celebrate!	Holidays	in	the	U.S.A.		
Groups:	4-5	students	
Final	project	–	groups	present	
	
	
	

	
	
What	different	tasks	are	involved	in	this	
project?	



	
	
	
	
	
	

U.S.	Holiday	Project	-	Reading	
Lower	level	

Read	sec%on	1	to	find	out	
the	date	that	Mother’s	
Day	is	celebrated.	

Mid	level	
Read	sec%on	2	and	take	
notes	on	what	families	do	
on	this	day.	

High	level	
Read	the	whole	text	and	
take	notes	on	the	history	
of	the	holiday.		



U.S.	Holiday	Project	-	Planning	
Presenta%on	Tasks	
	
1.	Decide	on	informa%on	to	include	in	your	presenta%on.	
	

2.	Find	visuals	to	include	in	your	presenta%on.	
	

3.	Think	about	similar	local	holidays.	
	

4.	Write	dran	text	for	your	presenta%on.	
	

5.	Proofread	dran	text.	
	

6.	Prepare	presenta%on	slides.	
	

7.	Decide	who	will	present	each	part.	



U.S.	Holiday	Project	-	Presen0ng	



Project	–	Reflec0ng	and	Assessing	

Proverb	Poster	 Your	name	____Amir___	

What	to	do	 Who	did	this	in	
your	group?	

How	did	
they	do?	

Dran	a	brief	explana%on	of	what	the	proverb		
means		

Sitora 
 

good 

Check	vocabulary	and	grammar		 Marjan absent 

Copy	the	saying	and	explana%on	on	the	poster		 Gulnar excellent 

Plan	a	visual	to	illustrate	the	proverb	 Amir good 

Draw	the	illustra%on	on	the	poster		 Khorshed so-so 

Explain	your	poster	to	the	class		



Any	ques0ons	?	
	



Summing	Up	

•  Input:	Short	and	simple	vs.	Long	and	complex	
•  Support:	Promo%ng	autonomy	vs.	Providing	

varying	levels	of	support	
•  Task	Type:	Level	and	quan%ty	of	work	



Resources	for	mul%level	classes	

•  hAps://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/
teachers-corner-common-challenges-english-
classroom#child-2111	

•  hAps://learningenglish.voanews.com/	
•  hAps://breakingnewsenglish.com/	
•  hAp://www.newsinlevels.com/#	
•  hAp://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/
chrysapap/chrysa-papalazarou-large-mul%-
level-classes-worlds-within-worlds		



Thank	you!	

Email:	americanenglish@state.gov	
	
	

americanenglishwebinars.com	
americanenglish.state.gov	

facebook.com/AmericanEnglishatState	
facebook.com/AmericanEnglishforEducators	

Thank	you!	


